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A New Year has arrived!
Are you ready for 2010? Ready
or not, it is here. This is the 30™
time in my pastoral ministry that
I have witnessed a New Year’s
arrival in the life of a local
congregation and it is always
exciting to contemplate what that
the New Year might bring.

Pastor Gary Ausbun tells the
story about an old man who lived
high up on a mountain above a
bustling little village. It took
several hours of climbing to
reach the old man’s cabin so he
rarely went to town and it was

Even rarer for him to  entertain
visitors. There was something
almost mystical about the old man
and along the way he had acquired
a reputation for being very wise
thus he was often referred to as
“the wise old man on the
mountain”.

Two lads in the village considered
themselves smarter than most.
They decided to pay the old man
on the mountain a visit one day.
They took with them a young bird
they had taken from its nest. When
they arrived at the cabin, they
knocked on the door. The door
opened and they and were greeted
by the old man’s smile and gentle
voice. He invited them in. They
refused to accept the invitation.
Rather they wanted to get on with
their business so they could scurry

back down the hill let everyone in
the village know the old man was
not as wise as everyone believed.

They told the old man they had
come to him so he could answer a
question for them. They told him
the one boy had a baby bird in his
hands behind his back. They then
told the old man they had heard
how wise he was. Their question
was this: “Is the bird alive or
dead?” The old man pondered
their question for a moment. He
immediately realized what these
two lads were up to. If he said the
bird was alive, the boy would
simply crush the bird’s head
between his thumb and forefinger
and kill the bird thus producing a
dead bird. If he said the bird was
dead, he would simply produce the

bird alive. Continued on page
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What is
the
Christian Women Connection?

In 2008, Women of the Church of God
conducted the Relevance survey and
asked women about their needs and how
they might be met. We found that
women need connection with God, with
other women, and with places of service
both within and outside of the church.

The Christian Women Connection was
born from the conversations following
that survey. The mission of the Christian
Women Connection is to serve Christ
through serving women and equipping
them for ministry.

To accomplish our mission, Christian
Women Connection provides women's
ministry resources to the Church of God
for connecting women through
relationships, spiritual formation and
service.
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In the event of inclement
weather, the meeting will take
place the following week, on
January 27. All reports are to be
submitted to the church office by

Quilting for
Hospice
January 11%"
January 25%
5:00 PM

If you have accepted the Lord Jesus
Christ as your personal Savior, and you
have not followed that commitment by
being baptized, please earnestly pray
about this opportunity. Baptism is an act
of obedience in following both the
Lord’s command to be baptized and his
example of being baptized. If you have
any questions about this service please
contact the pastor.

Men's Fellowship
D January 28—6:00 PM
Due to the holidays,

we not met for
fellowship since
October. All men of

the church are invited.
We also encourage
you to bring a friend
along with you.
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Immediately
IF following
1f given a Morning Worship
Chance...who
will T be?

Jeremiah 29:12

SANCTITY
OF LIFE
SUNDAY

Janhuary 2¢
2010

Laanesis 1:27




people are always generous.
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DEUTERONOMY 14:22
EXODUS 35:4--EXODUS-36:1-7
2 CORINTHIANS 9:7

FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED:

The old man gave them the only logical answer he
could offer: “It is as you wish it to be”. With that
answer, he stepped back into his cabin and gently
shut the door leaving the two lads outside realizing
they had played the fool having never considered
such a wise response to their question.

As I think about the New Year the old man’s answer
repeats itself in my mind. This New Year will largely
be what we want it to be. Our decisions in regards to
opportunities and challenges will determine if 2010 is
a great year, a mediocre year or a bad year. It will be
as you wish it to be. May each of us determine in our
hearts that this will be a great year and then set out to

prove ourselves correct.

Pastor Jordan
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YOU WILL NEED TITHING ENVELOPES IF YOU NEED A RECEIPT OF ANNUAL GIVING.
BOXES OF ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED N THE NARTHAX OR YOU CAN GET ONE FROM AN USHER

A LITTLE HUMOR

REVERENMDFUN COM COPYRIGHT GO, INC

Ttk Herry Holg kiraon 1
OH MY NO ... HUMANS DIDNT INVENT US AT
ALL .. WE BVOLVED FROM PLASTIC, WIRES,
AN LITTLE MICRD THINGERS

REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT GO, INC

Y3 T g e ——
HOW COME THE WAITRESS GETS 152 AND GOD
ONLY GETS 1027

The Bible makes the purpose of tithing very clear---to put God first in our lives. We are to life
God the first and best of what we earn. What we do first with our money always shows what we
value most. Giving the first part of our paycheck to God immediately focuses our attention on
Him. It also reminds us that all we have belongs to Him. A habit of regular tithing can keep God
at the top of our priority list and give us a proper prospective on everything else we have+

In Exodus 35 those whose hearts were stirred gave cheerfully to the Tent of Meeting (their
church building). With great enthusiasm, they gave because they knew how important their
giving was to the completion of God's house. Airline pilots and computer operators can push
test buttons to see if their equipment is working properly. God has a quick test button he can
push to see the level of our commitment. Generous people are not always to God, but faithful

People with various abilities were also asked to help with the completion of the work. Every one
of God's people has been given special abilities. We are responsible for to develop these
abilities---even the ones not considered religious---and use them for God's glory. God is
concerned with the quality and the beauty of what you do. Whatever your job, your work should
reflect the creative abilities God has given you.

The Israelites were so committed to God's plan that Moses had to ask them to quit bringing their
gifts! The people were bringing more than enough!
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SHADES OF BLUE by KAREN KINGSBURY

IN BETWEEN A CHECKERED PAST AND A FAIRY TALE FUTURE, A DECISION WAITS.
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JUNE BUG by CHRIS FABRY
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marriages are crumbling, "churches are fadin

broken, prayers are lifeless, hearts are hard.

Can the mess be fixed?

The Awakening America Alliance is asking all Christians to join in
21 Days for a New Awakening January 1-21, 2010. This is a call
to humble ourselves through fasting and prayer in answer to
God's call from the prophet Joel to "declare a holy fast" (Joel
1:14). America needs spiritual revival and we must ask some
hard questions of God and ourselves. Have we become
preoccupied with fighting earthly battles while at the same time
losing the spiritual battle for the souls of a new generation?
Have we found ourselves arguing more than praying, fighting
more than fasting, and lashing out more than loving? Are
hoping that righteousness be installed from the top down rather
than recognizing that true awakening comes from the bottom
up? Does the church in America need to experience a fresh
grace through repentance? Do we need a deep cleansing and
renewal?
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CHECK OUT THIS WEBSITE: www.awakeningamerica.us

National Revival

Prayer for the Nation

Our Father and Our God,
We praise You for Your goodness to
our nation, giving us blessings far
beyond what we deserve.

Yet we Rnow not all is right with America.
We deeply need a moral and spiritual renewal
to help us meet the mamny problems we face.

Convict us of our sin. Help us to turn to You in
repentance and faith. Set our feet on the
path of Your righteousness and peace.

We pray today for our nation's leaders.
Give them the wisdom to Rnow what
is right, and the courage to do it.

You have said, 'Blessed is the nation whose
God is the Lord." May this be a new era
for America. As we humble ourselves
and acknowledge You alone as
our Savior and Lord.

This we pray in Your holy name, Amen.

Written by Reverend Billy Graham

Father, in the name of Jesus, I pray for the great sleeping giant, the church, who even now has begun to
shake herself from her sleep. I pray she would awake to righteousness and holiness in every denomination,

in every body of believers, and slumber no longer.

I pray we would begin to unify under the blood-stained banner of the Cross and preach the gospel of the
kingdom so clearly and boldly in every highway and byway of our nation.

I pray that we will not only stand up and speak up but that we will begin to reap a great harvest in our
nation, bringing multitudes to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

May the revival of the saints be so all-encompassing that it affects the spiritual complexion of
our entire nation and influences our politics, our economy our media and our entire society.



M(YSTER(Y(PICTUCRE Page 6

Barbara Cox was the first to guess December Pic
correctly in December. Tammy
Walters, David Tackett and June
Menarchik also knew the picture was
of Don Sorrell. It was just too easy,
he hasn't changed a bit since this
picture except to get taller!

~ JANUARY PICTURE

| You can submit your answer to:

F | Don Sorrell at 928-6024,
or Nancy Vance at 928-5263
by January 20™.
Or you can e-mail your response to:

| mswebmaster@windstream.net -
Don Sorrell

EXTRA!
EXTRA!

READ ALL ABOUT IT!

A little excitement is being added to the challenge of
guessing the mystery picture. Each person to submit a
response this month will have his or her name put in the
hat for a prize drawing! The prize 1is to remain a
mystery as well, but vyou can be sure it will be
something you will enjoy. So get those guesses coming
in-—--vou never know who will be our winner!

Another new feature this month is the "Looking for the Cross" contest. To
get your name in the drawing for a terrific prize you must find a cross
hidden somewhere in the newsletter. Call in your responses to:
Nancy Vance at 606-928-5263
or e-mail your response to mswebmaster@windstream.net

The February newsletter will once again contain summaries of messages from the pastor in many of
our services. The Sunday-School lesson outlines will also be back.

If you have a suggestion on how to improve the contents of the Messenger, please contact Iva Rogers
at 606-928-4232. Please submit any news, announcements, praises, or prayer requests of church
family members. Our goal is to have items of interest for all ages and include things that can be helpful
in your spiritual growth. We truly desire any feedback or suggestions for improvements.




DO WE HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY?? IF NOT, EMAIL TO MEADESTATION@WINDSTREAM.NET

JANUARY,

2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
A CHARLES & IVA
ROGERS
3 10:00AM 4 630pPMm 5 6 7:00Pm 7 6:00Pm 8 9
SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY YOUTH MT. CHURCH
11AM BIBLE STUDY & COUNCIL MT.
MORNING SERVICE CHILDRENS PROG
6:00 PM
EVENING SERVICE B BEV TUCKER
ORA
B SHELBY B TY SPERRY B JOE GRIFFITH
B DONNA GRIFFITH SHAMBLIN PENNINGTON
10 10:00am 11 6:30Pm 12 13 7:.00pPm 14 6:00prm 15 16
SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY YOUTH MT. BOARD OF
11AM BIBLE STUDY & TRUSTEES MT.
MORNING SERVICE 5-9 PM CHILDRENS PROG
BAPTISMAL QUILTING FOR
SERVICE
£:00 PM HOSPICE
EVENING SERVICE
B TAYLOR BELLOMY
ANNUAL REPORTS | ETHAN PARSONS B PHILIP PARSON PASTOR JORDAN
DUE
17 10.00am 18 6:30pPMm 19 20 7:00 21 22 23
SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY YOUTH MT. MERRY
11AM BIBLE STUDY & CHRISTMAS!!
R o CHILDRENS PROG
EVENING SERVICE ANNUAL B KATIE HUNTER
B JOHNNY BUSINESS GAGE HIGNITE
MENARCHIK MEETING
24 10:00 Am 25 6:30Pm 26 27 7:00PMm 28 29 30
SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY YOUTH MT.
11AM BIBLE STUDY &
R o 5-9 PM CHILDRENS PROG
EVENING sErvice | QUILTING FOR
HOSPICE
B VIVAN WILLIAMS B JR. THOMPSON | B BILL ROSE

DEBORAH
HANDSHOE

31

B NELLIE CRISP

B HELEN KILLEN

DON SORRELL




